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Members

Countries: Colombia, Georgia, Korea, Indonesia, Italy, Egypt, Mexico, Oman, 
Netherlands, Philippines, Saudi Arabia, UAE

Agencies: Eurostat, EU-JRC, IOM, IMF, ITU, UN Global Pulse, UNSD

Other: Positium, Flowminder, GSMA, Telenor
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Objectives
Given the wide-spread use of  mobile phones in developed and developing 
countries, and in urban and rural areas, and against the background of  a need for 
detailed statistics for policy purposes, including data to monitor the goals and 
targets of  the 2030 Agenda for sustainable development,  the task team is to

 develop methodology to get complementary information and 

 quality checks of  SDG indicators 

using mobile phone data to facilitate the monitoring of  orderly, safe, regular and 
responsible migration and mobility of  people (Target 10.7) as well as to monitor 
tourism as an enabler of  economic growth and creator of  jobs (Target 8.9).
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Outputs:
1) Handbook on the use of mobile phone data for official statistics in

electronic format (un-edited version: 2017, edited version: 2019)
2) Training workshop on the use of mobile phone data for official

statistics, November 2017, Bogota, Columbia
3) Training workshop on the use of mobile phone data, April 2019,

Kigali, Rwanda
4) Regional training workshop on the use of mobile phone data for

official statistics, June 2019, Jakarta, Indonesia
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Time Schedule for the next 18 months

1. Develop training materials, including an e-learning course 

2. Develop and document methodologies on using mobile 
phone data for statistical applications (Tourism statistics, 
Migration statistics, Population density statistics, 
Commuting statistics, etc)
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Time Schedule

3. Develop quality checks using mobile phone data on SDG 
indicators, such as 

(a) SDG indicator 5.b.1 Proportion of  individuals 
who own a mobile telephone

(b) SDG indicator 9.c.1 Proportion of  population 
covered by a mobile network;

(c) SDG indicator 17.8.1 Proportion of  individuals 
using the Internet;
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Time Schedule

4. Conduct the project in Georgia measuring migration and 
domestic tourism using a combination of  mobile phone 
and traditional data. 

5. Bali Annual Telkom International Conference (BATIK), 16-
20 March 2020, Nusa Dua, Bali
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Time Schedule

6. Conduct a regional training workshop on the use of  
mobile phone data for Asian countries in June, 2020

7. Contribution to a GWG session at the ITU AI for Goods 
Summit on the use of  Big Data, 4-8 May 2020

8. Prepare a second Handbook based on these new activities
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Handbook on the use of mobile phone data for official statistics – draft version is available at:
https://unstats.un.org/bigdata/taskteams/mobilephone/Handbook%20on%20Mobile%20Phone%20Data%20for%20official%20statistics%20-%20Draft%20Nov%202017.pdf
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https://unstats.un.org/bigdata/taskteams/mobilephone/Handbook%20on%20Mobile%20Phone%20Data%20for%20official%20statistics%20-%20Draft%20Nov%202017.pdf


UN GWG – TT on the Use of Mobile Phone Data: 
Project on Human mobility
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Mobile phone data could help determine where tourists and migrants come from,
how long they stay and where they go. 

The granularity of information which potentially can be obtained through 
using mobile phone data is much higher than what can be obtained through 
traditional surveys. 
The time lag from data collection to analysis could also be significantly reduced. 
The project on measuring human mobility (as part of the deliverables of the GWG 
task team on mobile phone data) aims to estimate population mobility 
patterns broken down by migrants, seasonal workers and tourists.
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International Meeting on Measuring Human Mobility, Tbilisi, Georgia, 
March 2018

UNSD, ITU, national statistical offices, other national agencies and other 
international institutes work together to develop and test methods to estimate 
migration and tourism statistics in Georgia with use of  mobile phone data. 
Thereafter, other countries will test these new methods, such as Indonesia, 
Malaysia, Oman, Italy, the Netherlands, Columbia and Egypt.

The international meeting was built on three parts, namely 
(1) measuring human mobility using mobile phone data, 
(2) compiling migration and tourism statistics using traditional data sources,
(3) project implementation using the UN Global Planform
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Roadmap for the project

United Nations Statistics Division



Data flow
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Eurostat projects on using mobile phone data for 
tourism statistics
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• Using mobile positioning data for official statistics: daydream nation 
or promised land? 

• Tourism statistics: Early adopters of big data
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https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/cros/system/files/Demunter-etal_Mobile_CDFR_unblinded.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/growth/tools-databases/vto/content/tourism-statistics-early-adopters-big-data


Big data project inventory
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United Nations Statistics Division | Department of Economic and 

Social Affairs
Email: bigdata@un.org

http://unstats.un.org/unsd/bigdata

https://twitter.com/UNBigData

Thank you!
谢谢!
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